[Differences and similarities in the evaluation and diagnostic workup].
Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) and asthma share common clinical characteristics such as cough and dyspnea. Therefore both diseases are sometimes difficult to distinguish clinically but extended medical history and diagnostic tests usually allow their differentiation. This is important because the therapeutic approach differs between the two diseases. In many cases spirometric testing including bronchodilatation is useful to differentiate between COPD and Asthma and can also be performed by the general practitioner. Apart from spirometry, additional diagnostic tests are presented that facilitate differentiation between COPD and Asthma.